


• US Inflation Rate = 13.6%
• Dow Jones Industrial Average = 963
• Federal Reserve Interest Rate = 21.5%
• Average Cost Of A New House = $68,700

• Syracuse, New York – Typical Ranch Home with 3 bedrooms; 1 
and 1/2 baths; 2 car garage & family room = $40,500

• Cost Of A Gallon Of Gas = $1.19
• Men’s 3-Piece Suit = $89.95
• Average Cost OF A New Car = $7,200
• Ground Beef = $1.39 A Pound
• Magnavox VHS Recorder = $699
• VHS Home Movie Camera = $1,599

1980…     What A Great Year!





Fashion 
Forward
In 1980?



1980…Top News Headlines
• Mount St. Helens Erupts On May 18th in Washington State 

• Rubik’s Cube Debuts In London

• Iran-Iraq War Begins In September

• CNN (Cable News Network) Began Broadcasting 

• Ronald Reagan Elected President Of The USA

• The Staggers (Railroad De-Regulation) Act of 1980 Goes Into Effect



AND…
ESPA Was 
Founded 

At A Meeting 
That Took Place 

In Utica! Disclaimer - Not The Actual Meeting!

1980…Top News Headlines



October 14, 1980
ESPA 

Comes Into 
Legal Existence



ESPA Presidents
• Jim Feeney
• Charlie Poltenson
• Lew Hoppe
• Frank Barry
• Steve Salatti
• Bob Lenz
• Bruce Becker
• Gary Prophet



Look Back To 1980 In NYS











But Let’s Also Look At 1981





















Over 25 Years Of Studies



Over 25 Years Of Studies
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Over 25 Years Of Studies
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